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Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves
Written by David Swan

Produced byJoe Arduini Directed by Feter Isaac

C-ast in-grder qf appeara[Ee

Mustapha Nana, a merchant ..........Rob Pratt

Crystal, The Spirit of the Cave.. ...........Vanessa Drake

Rhum Baba, Ali Baba's son (Principal Boy). . ...,...Nicky Pratt

Ali Baba, a psor barber.,..., '..-Steve Priest

Vanilla" an aging belly dancer....,......^... ..Lisa Bond

Delight, another aging belly dancer............... ...........Dar|ene Clarke

Fatima Kebab, a caf6 owfler {Darne}...... ."..-..-Mlke Nelson

Bubbte, a thief.. .."....Matt Drake

Squeak, another thief......,.. Clare Sucloy

Kasim Baba, Ali Baba's rich brother..........-..,. .....Peter Bond

Olive Baba, Kaslm's wife... .....'.Bev Arduini

ProfessorJones, an archaeologist............. ..Ron Edwards

PollyannaJones, his daughter (Principal Girl).. .........Clare Zemcov

The Camel .......Laurel Priest and Sarah Sucloy
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Synopsis

This show is a fairytale set in the Middle East in the early 1900's, in a Baghdad

far removed from the barrels of lraqi crude, convoys of U.N. inspectors, and

Scud missiles of today. lnstead, we find large pots of precious oils, camel

caravans and no weapons of mass destruction more lethal than a sabre. Kasim

Baba, the richest man in all Baghdad, aided by his cantankerous wife Olive Baba,

is the terror of all his tenants in the bazaar. Kasim's younger brother, Ali Baba,

works as a barber in the bazaar, close to the Sunset Cafd run by Fatima Kebab

and the Foties Baghdad, owned by aging showgirls Vanilla and Delight. Ali

Baba's son, Rhum Baba, is a young policeman with dreams of catching the

much-feared bandit leader El Scorpio.

The show opens in the bazaar, with many of the leading characters being

introduced by a local merchant, Mustapha Nana. Appearing early on are small-

time crooks Bubble and Squeak, incompetent henchmen of the dreaded El

Scorpio and his band of forty cutthroats, and Crystal, the Spirit of the Cave, who

has an uncanny knack for accurate foretelling of the future. The bazaar

merchants are surprised by the arrival of short-sighted archaeologist Professor

lndiana Jones and his daughter Polly who are searching for the treasure in the

cursed Tomb of Doom of the late great King Pomegranate. Polly and Rhum are

immediately attracted to one another. After the street clears, we are surprised

to learn that Kasim Baba is also El Scorpio, leader of the 40 Thieves!

The Professor and Kasim Baba discover the cave containing the long-lost tomb

and the Professor, ignoring the curse, enters it, much to his regret. El Scorpio

and his band stan to remove the treasure but there is so much that they can't

carry it all. Ali Baba discovers the secret of the cave, and suddenly realizes that

he is rich. El Scorpio decides to "kill off' Kasim Baba, and sells Olive as a slave.

Bubble and Squeak encounter problems with a mummy in the cave. Kasim

decides to use a Trojan Horse approach by bringing into Ali Baba's new mansion

forty pots containing his thieves, who will then massacre Ali and his guests,

destroying all knowledge of the cave. His plans are, however, foiled by Rhum

and Polly. Our pantomime ends, as always, with the evildoers in disarray, good

triumphant and the entire cast rejoicing in the marriage of the young lovers.


